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Article II. Purpose. 

The purpose of the Society shall be to promote the 

interests of present-day constructive theology, by the holding 

meebings for the discussion of theological problems and for 

furthering of acduainkance and fellowship among those 

in this field, and by arranging for cooperation in 

theological investigation. 

"Tt was agreed by those present dat a preliminary meeting 

am 7 February 1 that such an organization was 

desirable for such reasons as the following: 

  

1) The promotion of fuller  acaquaintance and fellowship 

among those working in the same field and with so many 

interests in common 코 

we} the stimulus to constructive thought that might be 

expected from the discussion at close range of topics of 

common special interest j 

> the fact that in the presence of the changed situation 

confranking mocein Christianity, denominational 

theological differences are in many cases comong to seem 

less important, while there have emergecd new problems 

which are common to all and which can be discussed in an 

@irenic spirit; 

4) the shift of interest and emphasis now taking place 

fram the historico-critical to constructive problems: and 

5) the possibility of suggesting fields that ought to be 

worked up afresh in the general domain af systematic 

theology, " 

working
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the Secretary should tranamit to members a request for 

nominations to menbershim of the Society, Na such 

nominations were Lo be receiver after March ist of each 

year. The list of such nominations was to be sent to the 

members of the Society with their mimeographed copies of 

the papers to be ciscussec at the Annual Meeting. The 

members in turn were requested to make any comments they 

choge upon individual nominations and return them to the 

Secretary for the use of the Executive Committee, which 

would then place the names of such candidates as it chose 

"in formal nomination before the Society at the Saturday 

Business Meeting", This procedure WAS in effect 

reaffirmed at the Annual Meetings of 1947 and 1954. The 

Secretary was to receive nominations, circulate the list 
of Chose nominated to the menbership for their written 

comments and submit the list with the comments received 

to the Executive Committee, which would then "recommend 

selected names to the Society for membership". According 

koa the resolution of 7 the Executive Committee was 

"to ack as a committee for the nomination af new 

members", and prior to its nominations, "the membership 

of the Society" was to be asked to send "comments about 

propogsec members", 

This procedure was slightly changed in 1959, when ait 

was resolved that the Society should have a "Chairman of 

Membership", who would take over the functions previously 

per forme cd hy the Secrebaryi those aft requesting 

nominations, transmitting to the members of the Society a 

list of those nominated, receiving COMMENTS con the 

candidates, and transmitting these comments to the 

Executive Committee, 

The 1947 Annual Meeting determined that "at the 

meeting of the Society that receives the nominations of 

the Executive Committee, at least a two-thirds vote of 

those voting be necessary for election". 

Fa CHARACTER OF, AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR, MEMBERSHIP. 

The Annual Meeting of 1947 attempted to define the scope 

af the Society’s membership. "The American Theological 

Society is a professional society consisting primarily of 

theological scholars who feel themselves to be in the 

Christian tradition and wha desire to engage in friendly 

discussion of problems that are mainly systematic." Tt 

went oan to explain that “Theology ais understood to 

include systematic, historical, and Biblical disciplines 

and the philosophy, psychology, and history of religion. 

The historical and descriptive disciplines in this 

context are considered primarily as the source of the 

materials for the discussion of systematic problems". 

This definition of the character of the Society and 

its membership has been reaffirmed in its main lines by 

later actions, but at the same time qualified and 

particularised, It had already been enacted in 1934 that



digerimination on grounds of sex should be exercisedחס " 

in the selection of new members for the Society". In 

the Society voted to admit Jewish members to its1948,  

number. Ten years e@arlier, in 1958, the question of 

qualifications for membership had been raised. At that 

times the Executive Committee affirmed its policy of 

including "members of the American theological community 

whose scholarly achievements provide the basis for 
effective discussion", as well as the Society’s intention 

at focusing "on constructive, syatemakic theology, 

without neglect of closely related scholarly 

disciplines", Ab the same time it was emphasized that 

"the membership of the Society should represent an 

auarenees of ithe neecd for ithe widest representation 

possible af accredited theological seminaries and other 

institutions of higher learning". At the Annual Meeting 

in 1978, the Membership Camnmittee was commissioned to 

take ao mare active role? not only to receive nominations, 

but obo @sxercise "an active initiative in seeking out new 

memben » both among persons nominated in earlier years 

and among those wham the Society may have overlookec". 

One part of the intention of this action was to secure 

wider representation of minority persons and of ciffering 

theological perspectives, 

  

At the Annual Meeting of 1976, the following resolution 

on membership policy was approved by the Society 

MT; Definition of eligibility: Any  Persan in North 

America whose achievement in the discipline of theology, 

broadly conceived, is of sufficient merit to promise 

significant contribution to the field af theology. 

II. Criteria of evaluation: 4, Scholarly devotion to 

reflective, critical, and/or  constructive ו of 

theology, as distinct from general religious studies; δν 

Evidence of excellence in theological research ancl 

writing, meaning. at least one work of significances © 

Stronggy informed recommendation by a "השתמש of the 

Socletys 0. Evidence of willingness to participate 

responsibly in the meetings of the Society, " 

  

At the Annual Meeting of 1988, the phrase "Any person in 

North America" was qualified. The Society voted that "new 

members, à a Should normally he resident in the Eastern 

region of the United States or Canada", but added that 

  member of the Society shall loge membership on"הס

account of geographical location",



ARTICLE III (b>) <Membhershin Feen. 

shall be an annual membership fee of one dollar. 

Αν AMOUNT OF DUES, 

The original dues of one dollar pa. have been gradually 
increased, In 1912 they became five dollars. Lowered 

because of a surplus in 1975, they were first restored to 

five dollars in 1930, then Cin 1953) increased to six 

dollars, The sun became Len dollars pa. in 1947, fifteen 

in (97S, ands in 1982S, twenty collars, 

Since 1974, the dues of retirerd members have been fixed 
at five dollars pa. 

2. DUES AND TRAVEL EXPENSES, 

The action by which. in 1913, dues were originally raised 

from one dollar to five was intended to enable the 

Society to equalize the traveling expenses of members, In 

1719, the Society resolved to pay "the entire 8 

fare (net including Pullman or dining charges) of members 

im attendance at any meeking,...go0 far as funds permit". 

In 19246 the maximum reimbursement for this purpose was 

get oat 515.00. In 1955, the maximum which any member 

could receive for travel כאקשהפשפ שגפ "819866 לכ AA. 

In 1942, the Society voted to pay "towards its members? 

costs of Transportation at aircoach rates". The present 

gystem af reimbursement was adopted in 197%. According to 

this scheme, members μπα travel 2AQ miles or more are 

reimbursed oup ta the sum of $40.00) while for those who 

travel less than two hundred miles the original limit of 

ES, GA is retained, "סו both QOS y ו וסע y 

reimbursement is calculated only after $14.08 haveheen 

deducted fram a member’s total travel expenses, Retired 

members are excepted from this latter rule. 

There
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