THE AMERT CAN THEOLOGT CAL SOCIETY
THE CONBTITUTION OF 1913 AMMOTATED WITH LATER ACTIONS OF THE

SOCIETY

Sarticle I. MNMame.
The name of this organization shall be the Theological

Bociety.,

LR the annuwal meeting of 1956, the name "American
o s % it
Theological Society was adophted.



werk ing

Adrticle I1. Purpose.

The purpose af  the Society shall hbe to  promobe  the
interests  of present-day  constructive theology. by the holding
mestings for the discussion of theological prablems and for

furthering of acouaintance  and fellowship among  bhose

in this field, and by  arranging for co-aperation  in

theological investigation.

Tt owas agresd by those present <at a preliminary mesting
Wi 7 February 1912 that  such an organization was

tlesirable for such reasons as bthe following:

1y The promotion of fuller acouaintance and  fellowship
among those working in  the same field and with so many
intevests in common s

=Y bhe stimwlus to constructive  thought  that might be
aupectad from the discussion at close vange of topics of
common special interesth)

K9 the fact that in the presence of bthe changed situation
confronting moclern Chriastianity, denominational
theologiocal differences are in many cases  comong Lo sesm
less dmportanty, while there have esmevged new  problems
which ave common tTo all anc whioch can be discussed in an
@irenic spivity

43 the  shift of interest  and emphasis now taking places
from the historicg-critical to constructive problemsd and

By obhe possibility of suggesting fields that ouabt  to be
workaed  wp afresh in the general domain  of  systemabtic
theology. "



Article TI110a) Membership.

The membership shall consist of  those who have responded
favorably to the fFirst gensral dinvitation, and of such others as
shall  latery on nomination of  the Execubtive Commibthbee, bren
racelved by ovobte of the members present at any  regular meeding

of the Bociety.

e LOBE OF MEMBERSHI P,

I 1925 it was voted that members  who failed bto pay their
clhues  for two consecutive vears should be  droppesd  from
memberaship of the Society.

B, CATEGORIES OF MEMPERSHIP,

I 19468, the Execubtive Committes was authorized bto remove
from the volls  any  member absent from  three sucoessive
annial meebings. In the next gear, howsver, this polioy
was  altered. The limit of sisxbty-five members {established
in 1947 was henceforth to be construed to apply  only to
"active members", ancd a new category of "sustaining
members" was established. The latbter was to include all
persons who had been elected to membership of the Society
RTNE haed  absented  themselves from three sucoessive
et ings., Sustaining  membership was  to include  "full
responsibhility for duss  and all rights and privileges of
the Society, including vobing”.

At the  annuwal  meseting  of 1981, the Society in  effect
created a category of "suspended membership", for members
of the Society who are "out of  Canada  or  the United
States for twoe ysars  or omore” . Booh members pay no does
and  receive none  of  the Society®s maillinogs, bt arve
reshored te mem ke sl @ with  full privileges and
ophligations on btheiry return to NMoebth America.

e NUMBER OF MEMBERS.

Tv 1947  the Bociety set the maximum number of members at
&5, Thi=s number was latery {(see <SR:  above) retained to
limit  the size of the body of active wmembers., In 1947,
Frciue ey it was decided that the Society might have up to
TR sotive members, o limit  beding seb on bthe number of
sushaining mambers.,

D, FLECTION OF MEMBERS,
In 1942 it was  enacted that with the regular Januwary
announcement of the date of the Socieby’s annual  maebing,



the Secretary  shouwld  transmit to members a request for

nominations oy membership  of the Society. Mo such
nominations were to  be received after March lst  of each

year, The list of such nominations was to be  sent to the
members of the Society with their mimeographed copies of
Lhe papers to be discussed at  the Annuwal Meeting.  The
membsrs in buwrn were  requested to make any comments they
chose wpon  individual nominations and retuwen them to the
Secretary for the use of the Feecubtive Committee, whei oh
woulad then place the names of such candidates as it chose
“in  formal nomination before the Society at  the Saturday
Business Meeting". Thid s preccedura W s in effect
vaaltfirmed at  the Annuwal Feetings of 1947 and 19%4., The
Beoretary  was to veceive nominations, cirouwlate  the list
of those nominated +to  the membership for their weithen
commeanty  and  submit the  list with  the comments received
to the Executive Committes, which would then "recommend
selected names to bthe Society for membership". According
to the resolution af 1947, the Execubtive Commibttes was
bt oact  as a  commithtes for  the nominabion af new
membersy  and  prior to its nominations, "the membership
of the Socieby" was to be asked to  send "comments aboutb
proposed members? .,

This proceducse was slightly changed in 19%%, when it
was resolved that the Society should have a "Chaivman  of
Memberships who  would take over the functions previously
pree o me o kg the Sscrebarys those e f reguiesting
momdvations, transmitting to the members of the Society a
List oaf those nominated, recElving comments  on thes
cancidates, anc  transmitting  these comments o bhe
Eaeoutive Committes,

The 1947  Annuwal  Meebting determined that "at  the
meeting of the SBociety that receives the nominations of
the Executive Committes, abt least a two-thirds vobte of
those vobting bhe necessary for election®.

B CHARACTER OF, AND QUALLIFTCATIONS FOR, MEMBERSHIP.

The annual Meeting of 1947 attempbed to  define the scope
of the Societwy’s membership. "The dmevican  Theologioal
SGoocisety iz a professional society consisting peimarily of
theological  scholars  who  feel themselves to bse  in the
Christian tradition and who desirve o engage  in friendly
dliscussion  of problems  that  ave mainly systemabtic. It
went on to explain that "Theologw is  undervebood to
include sysbtemabicy, historicals and Biblical disciplines
and the philosophyy psychology, and history  of  religion.
The historical and descoriptive disciplines in this
context are  considered primarily as  the source of the
materials for the discussion of systematic problems".

This definition of the character of the Society and
its membaership bhas  been reaffirmed in its main lines by
later  actions, RN at  the same  time gualified and
particularised. It had alveady  been enacted in 1934 that



"o discrimination on grounds of sex should be exercised
in  the selection of new members  for  the Society". In
19468, the Society vobed to  admit  Jewish members bto  its
riumbe Ten  ysars  earclisr, i 195SE, the question of
aqualifications  for membership  had been raised. At Lhat
td ey the EBExscubtive Committees affirmed its policy of
including "members of the American theological commuanity

urhy e e scholarly  achievements  provide the bhasis  for
effective discussion”y, as well as the Scciety’s intention
o f foocusing  "on  constructive, sysbemalio Lheology,y
without ne leot o f closely velated soholarly
higoiplines” . &t the same time it was emphasized  that
"Ihe  memberaship  of the Society should represent  an

awareness of the need for  the widest representation
possible of acoredited theological seminaries and other
institutions of higher learning”. &t the Annual Mesting
A T i the  Membership  Commithes was  commissionesd to
take a more active role? not only o receive nominations,
bat o sxercise  M"an active initiative in seeking out new
miemhenyr ey both  among  persons nominated in earlier years
and among those  whom  the Society  may have overlooked".
One part of  the intention of this action was to secure
wider representation of minority persons and of differing
theological perspechtives,

At Tthe annual Meeting of 1974, the following resolution
oy membeeship policy was approved by the Sociestyd

Rl [ Definition of eligibilitys vy FrER Y E T in Morth
fAmenr i ca whose  achievement in the discipline of theologu,
brroscdly  conceived, is  of sufficient merit to  promise
wignidficant contribution to the field of theology.

I Criteria of evaluabtiont 4. Scholarly  devobtion  to

vraflechive, critical, ancl/or  constructive sty af
theology, as  distinct from general religious studies; B
Eviclenoes of excellence in theological  researoch and
writing, meaning . at least one work of significances .
Shvrong, informed recommendation by a member of T e
Bocietyy D Evidence of wil lingness o particlpate
responsibly din the mesbtings of the Society.”

Mt the Annual Meeting of 1986, the phrase  "Any person in
Morth America" was aqualified. The Society vobted that "new
members, cshowld  normally be  resident  in the BEastern
region of the United States or Canada", bt added  that
o omember of  the  Boociety  shall lome  memberaship on
account of geographical location”.



ARTICLE TIT (b)) “Membership Fessk,
There shall be an annual membership fee of one dollar.

M AMOUNT OF DUES,

The original duss of one dollar p.a. have been gradually
increasesd, In 1913 they becams five dollars. L.owered
brcause of  a suweplus in 192%, they were First restored to
five dollacrs in 1930, then (in 19%3%) increased to six
clol lavs. The sum became tTen dollars p.a. in 1947, Tifteen
i 1975, andy in 1983, twenty dollars,

Since 1970, the duss of rebived members have been fFiced
at five dollars p.&.

B DUES AND TRAVEL EXPENSES,

The acticon bu whiok, in 19213y duss were originally raised
from one  dollar  to five was  intended to enable  the
Gooiety to saqualize the traveling supenses of  members,. In
1919y the Society resolved to  pay  "the entire railroad
fare (not including Pullman or dining charges) of members
in attendance alt  any  mesting. ..o far as funds  permit".
T 1924 the maximum  redmbursemsnt for this  purpose was
st at $14.88. In 1953, the maximum  which  any member
couwld receive for travel B EPETHEs was ralsed to $25.00.
I 1942y the Society vobed To  pay "towards its members?
costs of transportation at airvcoach rates". The present
systemn of reimbursemnsnt was adopbed in 197%. According to
this  schemns, members  who  travel 200 miless or more  are
veimbursed  wp bto bthe sum of #4008 while for those waho
travel less  than two hundred miles the original limit of
H25, 00 i reatained. Fenpe both G OIS however,
reimbursemnent is  calcoulated only after $10.00 havebheen
geducted from a member’s  total travel  esspenses. PFetirved
members are excepted from this latter rule.



AETTOLE TV, OFFTCERE AND COMMITTEES.
The officers shall be elected at the last meeting of the
scademi cal wyeary  and shall be a President, a Vice-President, and
# Seoretary-Treasurer, whoy, together with two other members  of

the Societys shall constitute the Feiecubtive Comnmittee,

fa THE PRESITDERNT.

In 1948, it was voted that sach year’s vebtiving president
showld serve  on the Execubive Committee during the year
et following the end of his term of office.

Bo THE VICE-PRESTIDENT.

The following resolubtion was  passed in 1977 "REesolved
that in  preparing & wslate of officers for 1978, . the
vice-prasident of the Society nominated for 1978 be also
designated as  president-elect  for 1979,  and  that  this
procedure be followed by futwre nominating commithbess, "

Ta THE SECRETARY-TREASURER.

e 19217 (April)y this post was divided into two separate
of fices, bobh of whose ocoupsants serve on the Execubive
Commmed bhee,

e 19467y an annual honovarium of $150. 00 was  vobed for
the Secretary  and the Treasurer. “This policy has bhecoms
@ dead  lettery, since after the first yesary bobth  the
Treasurer and the Seoretary refused their honoracia. >

D. OTHER OFFICERS.
In the course of the years, further officers have Dhoen
added to the Society and the Execubive Commitiee.

At the 19538 meeting the post  of Chairparson For
Membership was oreated, the ocoupant to serve a  term  of
e fewer tThan thres, noy omoee bhan sidy years. This
officer took over the earlier functions of the Sesorebary
in receiving nominations for membevship, advertising  them

b the Sooiety, aneo transmitting  to  the Evecutive
Committes the wrdbten  Judgments of members on thes

candidates proposed.

In 19649, the post of Chaivperson for Progream was oreated
"in order to lighten the load of the Secretary”.



T 1973, the post of Chairperson for drvangements was
ceatecly the oo cuEpant o osmerve on T Eosreroat doves
Comm i b hee,

B COMMITTEES,

T 19446 at the dnnual Meebting it was vobted  that the Chair
ahould appoint  a Nominating Commitlee to consist of past
presidents of  the Society, its  duty being to nominate
pfficers of the Society. In practicey this commibies has
consisted of all past presidents attending & given Annual
Meaeting.

In 1972, a Progream Committes was formed "for ong  year" to
assist  the Chairperson  for Program. Tt was agresd that
the Society would pay the expenses  of members  of this
commi ttes for one mesting.

& resolution of 1978 (see above, éArticle 111 <E>) refers
o oa "Membership  Committes". No  formal action  has been

taken, howsver, to  coreate  such a comnmitbites or to specify
Froww dits members shall be appointed or elechted.
In 1947, tweo additional members  were  added to the

Fusoutive Committes to serve stagoered two-year terms as
membenrge-at- ] arge.,



Society

ARTTCLE V. MEETINGS.

Therse shall ordinarily  be two regular meebings of the

annually at such times and  places as may bhe arvanged by

Frecutive Commibhes. The members  atbtending any  regular

meeting of the Society shall constitube & guorum.

&, FREGUENCY OF MEETIMNGS.

Meetings of bthe SBociety were, oy begin withy heslol twioe
@gach yeay - in  the late Fall and the Spring. At a
mesaion of  the Fyreouwbtive Committes in September, 1918, it
was cdecided to omit  the  adbunn meeling (hecauss of bhe
Bary., The meeting has been omitted ever since.

B. TIME OF MEETINGE.

At the Annual  Meebting of 1925, it owasm  agreesd bthat thes
neExt  Annuwal Mesting  showld be  held on the Friday and
Saturday  after Faster., This has  continued to  be  the
practice of  the Societyy save in those years when the
weskoand after Fasbter conflicts with the Jewish Passover.

C. PAPERS.
T 1941y it was agreed thalt the number  of papers  to be

reacd and discussad  alt each  Annual Mesting be limilted to
two., Two years  later (1943) the Society agreed that "the
full e b oaf  the el ar papentes {exoluding the

Presidential address)"  should be reproduced and sent to
all  members of  the Society in  advance  of the Annual
Meelting.

T 19700, it was resolved that each yeasar’s Presidentbial
Sodress bhe  mimecographed and  distributed to  the entirs
membaership after its delivery.

ITn 1983, "the  members...approved a  proposal  that o din
futwre  respondents to the two principal papers  should be
asked to supply  copies  of btheir replies  to bthe papers’
authors prior to the Annual Meeting®.



